
 
The Times National Crossword Championship 2016 
 

1. Open to United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland residents aged 18 or over only, 
except employees of the Promoter, News Corp UK & Ireland Limited, and their 
associated, affiliated or subsidiary companies, their families, agents or any other 
person(s) connected with the competition, including third party promotional 
partners. 

2. The closing date (in each case, the Relevant Closing Date) for each of the 
qualification puzzles is as follows:  
Puzzle 1 – Wednesday 27 April, 2016 
Puzzle 2 – Wednesday 25 May, 2016 
Puzzle 3 – Wednesday 29 June, 2016 
Entries postmarked after the Relevant Closing Date for each puzzle will not be 
counted.  

3. One entry per person. Bulk, automatically generated or third party entries are void.  
 
4. Competition Structure  

Stage 1 - Qualification 
To enter you must complete one of the qualification puzzles before the Relevant 
Closing Date. The fastest 50 correct entrants received by the Promoter for each 
qualification puzzle (excluding entrants that have already gained a place by being in 
the top 50 for the 2015 Times Crossword Championship) will gain a place to finals 
day which will take place in October 2016. The fastest 50 correct entrants for each 
qualification puzzle will be notified by email or phone or using the other contact 
details provided by the winner within 14 days after the Relevant Closing Date. All 
reasonable endeavours will be made to contact the fastest correct entrants during 
the specified time.  If an entrant cannot be contacted or is not available, the 
Promoter reserves the right to re-draw another entrant from the valid/correct 
entries that were received before the Relevant Closing Date for each qualification 
puzzle.  
 
Stage 2 – Finals Day  
After being notified that you have attained a position on the finals day you will have 
28 days to confirm your acceptance of the place and pay the £25 fee. Making it 
through to finals day does not mean that the entrant has won a prize. Finalists are 
responsible for their travel, accommodation and other expenses connected to 
attending finals day. The 150 finalists from the 3 qualification puzzles who have 
accepted their place on finals day will be joined by the top 50 finalists from the 
previous year. On finals day, there will be two preliminary one-hour sessions, with 
100 competitors in each; contestants will be given three puzzles to solve. The fastest 
12 in each session who solve all three puzzles correctly will go through to the grand 
final. The fastest 25 all-correct solvers in each preliminary session will be given free 
qualifying places for finals day for the 2017 championship.  
 
If you are one of the fastest 25 all-correct solvers in the preliminary session you 
agree that the Promoter may contact you to inform you of the date of the 2017 
championship at a later stage. 
  
Stage 3 – Grand Final  



The fastest 12 all correct solvers from each of the two preliminary sessions on finals 
day will make it to the grand final. There will be prizes for the winner and for second 
and third place in the grand final.  
 

5. The winner will be the fastest contestant to solve all three puzzles correctly in the 
grand final. Second and third place will be the second and third fastest contestants 
to solve all three puzzles correctly in the grand final. One prize for the winner and 
each runner up. 

6. The prize for the winner of the grand final is a cheque for the sum of £1,000 (one 
thousand pounds.  Second place will receive a cheque for the sum of £200 (two 
hundred pounds) and third place will receive a cheque for the sum of £100 (one 
hundred pounds.  

7. The prize is non-transferable. 
8. Each of the entrants who make it through to finals day may be required to 

participate in reasonable publicity relating to this competition.  
9. The promoter of this competition is Times Newspapers Limited (publishers of The 

Times and The Sunday Times (the “Promoter”). 
10. The Promoter will keep you informed about special offers, promotions and 

information that may be of interest to you which you will be able to opt out of.  
 

 General terms and conditions for competitions apply*. 
 
*GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS FOR COMPETITIONS 
 

These terms and conditions apply to all competitions (unless and to the extent that) the 
competition states otherwise. 
 
The winner is responsible for ensuring they are able to accept the prize as set out and in 
accordance with these terms and conditions, in the event they are unable to do so then 
the Promoter reserves the right to redraw the prize. 
 
Entrants should be aware that they may be subject to data charges depending on their 
own individual arrangements for Internet access if entry is online or by email. 
 
An eligible entrant must be an individual, must enter on their own behalf, and must 
submit an entry in the form requested by the Promoter under this promotion including 
their name, address and e-mail address. 
 
By entering, all eligible entrants agree to abide by each and all these terms and 
conditions. Misrepresentative or fraudulent entries will invalidate an entry. Where a 
competition involves a voting process:  offering or receiving any incentive for voting is 
not permitted and will invalidate the vote, and may disqualify the recipient of the vote.  
The Promoter reserves the right, with or without cause, to exclude entrants and 
withhold prizes for violating any of these terms and conditions. The Promoter reserves 
the right to amend these terms and conditions. Any amendments will be published on 
the Promoter’s website (the “Website”). 

 
The Promoter reserves the right to publish entries (including parts of entries) other than 
the winning entry and publication does not necessarily mean the entrant has won a 
prize.  
 



Entrants will retain copyright in their submitted entries, however, by entering, all 
entrants license the Promoter a worldwide royalty-free perpetual licence to edit, publish 
and use each entry in any and all media (including print and online) for publicity and 
news purposes. The Promoter reserves the right to publish entries (including parts of 
entries) although publication does not necessarily mean the entrant has won a prize. 
 
There is no cash or other alternative to the prize stated and the prize is not transferable 
and no part or parts of the prize may be substituted for other benefits, items or 
additions. 
 
Winners may be required to submit valid identification before receiving their prize.  
 
The Promoter's decision is final and binding on the entrants. No correspondence will be 
entered into. 
 
The Promoter will not be liable for technical, hardware, or software failures of any kind 
or lost or unavailable network connections that may limit or prohibit an eligible entrant's 
ability to participate in the competition.  Other than death or personal injury arising 
from the acts or omissions of the Promoter or its employees, the Promoter will not be 
liable for any loss or damage arising out of the winner’s (or their guest’s) enjoyment of 
the prize.  
 
By entering, any subsequent prize winners agree to allow the free use of their names, 
photographs and general locations for publicity and news purposes during this and 
future promotions by the Promoter or any associated or subsidiary company of News 
Corp UK & Ireland Limited.  
 
Uses of personal data received by the Promoter in the course of the promotion are 
subject to and will be used in accordance with the privacy policy found on the Website. 
Winners' names may be published on the Website. 
 
Completion and submission of a registration slip or e-mail will be deemed acceptance of 
these terms and conditions. 
 
The Promoter reserves the right at any time to cancel, modify or supersede the 
competition (including altering prizes) if, in our sole discretion, a competition is not 
capable of being conducted as specified. The Promoter reserves the right to substitute a 
prize of equal value in the event that circumstances beyond their control make this 
unavoidable. 
 
For a list of winners please send a stamped envelope to News UK, Competitions 
Department, 1 London Bridge Street, London, SE1 9GF stating for which competition you 
would like winners’ details.  
 
Competition rules published in publications of the Promoter (including social media if 
applicable) or on the Website form part of these rules. 

 
  

http://www.newsprivacy.co.uk/single/

